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The first instance occurred in Egypt, at the treaty of El-Arish, by Admiral Keith, and the brave Kleber. The second was the violation of the treaty by Prince Schwartzenberg at Dresden. The third, and perhaps the most dishonorable, if there can be any difference in a breach of faith, was the violation of the Convention of Dantzic. It is honorable to the character of the French, as a nation, that during the twenty-two years in which we warred against the whole of Europe, our enemies cannot accuse us of a similar breach of faith. Our generals maintained their pride, even amid perils and reverses; for true honor will never appeal to necessity as an apology for a dereliction from duty.
Every day we learned the progress of the Allies from private letters, for the (< Moniteur}> still drew a veil over the truth. The line of hostile lances and bayonets was hourly more and more closely drawn, and we beheld the danger without seeing how it could be averted. Napoleon organized one hundred and twenty thousand of the National Guards to cover Lyons and Paris, and to form a reserve. This was our last resource! The enemy had been for some time in possession of Langres, Dijon, Chalons, Nancy, and Vaucouleurs, and threatened immediately to march on Paris. Blucher had established his forces at Saint Dizier and Joinville.
On learning that the Austrians were in possession of Bar-sur-Aube, the Emperor determined to quit Paris. He had already liberated the King of Spain and the Pope; Ferdinand VII. had left Valengay, and Pius VII. had departed from Fontainebleau. By this measure Napoleon hoped to secure the friendship of a man who had been guilty of deposing his own father. Ferdinand, however, remained his enemy.
Nothing is more curious than to observe the sudden coldness of feeling which some persons betrayed toward Napoleon the moment his happy star began to grow dim. In one day I heard ten different versions of the manner in which he toot leave of the National Guard, and confided his wife and child to their protection. Many, who had witnessed the scene, returned from it with tears in their eyes; while others regarded as affectation the burst of sensibility which he had evinced when he presented his son to the National Guard.esden.ght upon him a cruel revenge. He was men against 150,000.pride, if not from affection, to do what he did in the delirium of a brain fever.s and Court officials.
